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EARTH MYSTERIES AND ECOLOGY FIELD TRIP, 28TH APRIL 1990. 

This trip, or ganised by Chr1s Hall, began et the Fleet 

��at1on on the M3, when members of the London Earth Mysteries 

�nd the Surrey Earth Myster1es Group met there. 

�-erv1 ce 

C:ir::le 

Chris f1rst took us to Butter Wood, on the boundary between 

Ociham and Nately Scures parishes. Before we entered the .wooo he 
spol'e to us about the strong 1 inks between earth myst er i es 1 dea � and 
the need to conserve the landscape. We would concentrate on anc1ent 

woodlands, he said, and this is the time to see them at their best. 

�e h�d been born and brought up in the area Chis �amily have been here 

at least 200 years) and he has walked it in all weathers, all season� 
r?.r.c: all moods. 

Butter Wood was ancient common land from Saxon times and wos 

mentioned in the perambulation of 1562. Finally, before we entered 
the wood, he showed us two pictures of l and before •nd •fter it had 
been damaged by over-use . 

The two objects of interest in this wood were a Saxon boundar y 
stone and a huge hollow oak. We then boarded the m inibus aga i n to go 

to another wood, • p•rticularly ancient one with about 25 species of 
trees and shrubs and 100 species of flowers . It had been earmarked 

for house building, but the scheme had been quashed as it had been 

claimed that it was a remnant of prehi&toric woodland. Yellow 
archangels, bluebells and woodland anemones were three of the flowers 

Chr1s id ent i fied for us. We then came to a wild service tree - a very 
rare species character i stic of ancient woodlands. 
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we con ti nued froffi her@ to Odiham Firs, an ancient beacon site 
tr�d1t1onally used at the time of the Armada, but there is no 
histo�1cal evidPnce to support thls. It is a h i lltop ring c� S=cts 
pi�es with a clump of dec iduous trees inside it. Chr i s told us o� a 
theory he had �ecently heard that pines were pl anted on beacon sites 
to provide quick-growing fuel for the beacon. He al so told us the�, 
wh@n new to ley hunting, he found a lot of lines converged here, wh1c� 
was the r@ason he first visited it. He ha$ subsequently lost th� ma� , 
but some of the lines �ust have been the same as the ones 1 n  t .. e 
�ccompanying diagram; I found these after th@ trip. 

After we had had our lunch and Chris had pointed out features 

vi5ibl� from th@ hill, we carried on to the gates of Strat� 1eld Saye 

House and walked to a beautiful flower-rich meadow cov@red 1n purple 

and �hite snakeshead fritillaries quiv�ring in the breeze. Such 

meadows are now very rar@, although they were once commonplace across 

southern England. 

The next stop was at Long Sutton church, a thirteenth century 
building on the Harroway, with two ancient yew trees in the churchyarc 
- one hollow. In the road bank close by were two anc1ent sa�sen 
stones said by historians to be Saxon boundary stones. 

L'E')'S CEJO!RJIJ{fj O'J.l. O'D I!JWM 
9"11/.S, !JWMpSJli1(1; 

2 

.... 2 ... 

-­
Hill 

At the Junrtion of the Har roway and the Maulthway is the hamlet 
of Wel!, the s i te of G 1s l ard ' s Well o� the Saxon charter . There is � 
well on the road Junction today. 

From here we went to Isenhurst, the Saxon wood at the beg i nning 
of the Cronall boundary, now called Gravelly Wood. On the slopes of 
the ridgeway nearby were four barrows, unfortunately plough ed aut 
about fifty years ago. The name could mean the low wood�d ridge where 
iron is smelted, or that of kingfishers . A point from which Horsecown 
Common was visible was thought by Chris to be very significant. There 
was also a small group of Long Purple orchids which we were taken to 
see, with their attractive mottled leaves. 

We continued to Swanthorpe Lane, a medieval sunken lane near 
Horsedown Common (whicr. was privately owned and inaccessible>. The 
track 1 s part of the Haul thway. F1nall y we made our way to SheephoLtse 

Cop se, another wood carpeted with bluebells, and saw two tumu li in the 
wood, one seriously damaged but the other intact. We saw a beautiful 
sunset her� before boarding the minibus for home. 

Some of the informati on for this account is taken from what Chris 
tolc us dur 1 ng the trip, and some from the information sheet which he 
gave to partic1pants. 

HURT WOOD FIELD TRIP, JUNE 30TH, 1990. 

Tr1s f i el d trip was intended to be a mixture of ley and U�O 
lnter es t, in a part of Surrey where a numbe� of mysterious things had 
t���n place, and wh i c h  also included the longest known c oi nc ident ley 

trac� 1n Surrey. As well as our own members we were joined by members 

of Lo�don Earth Mysteries Circle, the Associat i on of Open University 
G�ad�•ates and Lionel Beer of the British UFO Research Association. 

w� met at Newlands Corner, near Guildford, and I described the 
object seen from there in 1967 by Squadron-Leader Shipwright, and 
showed the strangely marked stone found on the &ite when I visited it 
a few days later. We looked from the beautiful vantage point over to 

the field where the UFO had been seen. 

Next we drove to Pitch Hill, south of Shere, a wild and lonely 
spot on the Hurtwood where on November 5th, 1988 a courting couple had 
seen a brightly lit oval object and experienced a seemingly unearthly 
quiet that has been reported elsewhere. It was ra ining hard on this 
part of the trip, which emphasised the wildness and remoteness of the 
place. I also described an even stranger sighting near here in 1967, 
when a strange "entity" had frightened another courting couple, though 
there was no UFO seen then and the assumed connection may not have 
been the case. The area was also the centre for the activities of the 
mysterious Surrey Puma� 

From here we made our way to the Hurt Wood Track and walked the 
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section of i t between Houndhouse Road and Lawbrook Lane, and � :itt!e 
iurther to f ind the point where, in 1966, Philip Heselton had see� 
:.omettoing strc.nge . Shortly after meeting the HL1rt Wood F;.:,r,ge•· ti�e,· 
botl• saw a str a nge obj ect apparently on spindly legs standing o� t�e 
ridge. The ranger went on to investigate, but Philip did not, havir� 
not much interest in UFOs at the time. We went to the spot from wne-� 
it had b een seen and Rob Stephenson and I climbed to the ridge alo�g a 
narrow stretch of the Hurtwood Track going right over the hilltop, 
crow�ed with a beauti ful and large Scots pine clump. The difference: 
1n widths on the different stretches were made clear on the part o� 
the track we walked. 

The weather brightened as we drove from here to Holmbury Hi l l , �n 
Iron Age h i llf ort nearby, just off the line of the ley, though it 

skirts its lower sl opes . We had our lunch at this �tr i k i ng and 
powerful place, with the wind roaring through the trees , on a seat 
round a cair n raised in memory of two people who had loved the 
Hurtwood. 

We de sc ended from here to the pretty little village of Holmbury 
St. Hary, w1th its Victorian but nonetheless attract1ve church on the 
side of a hill be aring another large clump. The ley goes through the 
clump <but not the church - but nevertheless the north aisle, raisec 
to f it a vestry underneath, felt powerful ) . Going from here to the 

staggered junct1or the ley passes through, we were pleased to f in d e 
well, and the l i ne seemed to pass thr ough it to another clump visible 
in the distance. A dowse� present seemed to find tne line going e 
little to one side of the well, but our maps were not of large enough 
scale t� determine which was correct. Whichever was the case, the t�� 

clumps were jo i ned by the li"e - a discovery made on the trip. 

After a pl easant chat over cof f ee at the local pub, we con�inue� 
to our ne�t destination - the church at Leigh, also on the Hurtwooo 
Track ley. The name sounds s i gnificant, and the church < although it 
does not appear so at first sight ) is at the junction of sever�i 
str�ight trac ks. This chuch is most power ful a� the east end; it is 
fifteenth centur y with �n attractive and unusual porch. W� wa1�2d 
along one of the tracks - str ik ingly stra i ght with a very �atkirtsia" 
view of the church along it - to the end where, �}though it is � 
public footpath, it j ust seemed to finish at a hedge. Along it s line, 
however, we could see an unusual white scar on the hillsi de in the 
distance. 

There is no track marking the way of the Hurtwood Track ley here, 

and the lines of the converging tracks are not very spectac�l ar 
mapwise, though they do have a number of s i gnificant i nd ications, like 
several other stra i ght track mult ijunctions, prominent cross-road:, 
ponds etb. One of them also aligns with Dork ing parish church . 

Our last stop was at a junction of tracks near Dorking where the 
ley passes through; we met the owner of the land who said there w�= ar. 
older track lead i ng into the j uncti on, thoug h it is the moder� 
footpath wh ich , strangely, seems to be in line with the ley. 

It was a good f1eld t r 1p, w1th a number of new ciscover1e� m�oe 
�: . •  cr. seem to verify tne reality of the Hurtwood Track. 

ST. ANNE'S HILL 

by Chri s Hall 

John Aubrey ' s descri pt 1 on of St. 
Anne's Hill near Chertsey is quoted 

in Touchstone 24. Aubrey knew the 
hill 300 years ago, and described its 
magnificent views over seven 
counties. In his day there was only 
woodla nd on the lower slopes , a 
coppice called Ho�k's Grove; the 

summit wa� treeless and my hunch is 
thet 1t would have been sandy 
he a thl and. 

. '-
.. ·":···-- ..-···· 

n. ........ &JU. 

Since writ i ng the article about John Aubrey's Surrey, s ome m�re 
Information has come to light, and I have visited the hill w1th a 
frie11d who once lived nearby. An earl 1 er name for the hill w.:.:: 
"Eldebury", a Sa):On word meaning " the old Cilmp" or "fortification•·, 
susgest1ng the earthworks on the hill were old even to the Sa::c•n:. 

Had the name survi ved , it would probably have become "Albury", e. pla::e 
name identical in meaning to the name occurring elsewhere in Surrey. 

1he modern name is derived from the dedicati on of a medieva) 
chapel built on 1t1 though only a low ruined wall apparen t ly rema1ns 
of th1s. We could not locate it. Tha t the hill was at least visited 

in ancient times is proven by the find of a Bronze Age spearhead , now 

1n Cnertse y Museum. 

The hill overlook s the low country of the Thames flood plai n, an 

area wh1 ch was extensively settled in prehistory . Heathrow, Sta1nes 
and the surrounding areas have a complex archaeol·og i ca l rec ord , and 

both St . Anne's Hill and St. George's Hill have earthwor ks, thoug ht to 
be of Iron Age date. Both are in a scatter of hills which const i tute 
the f i rs t high country south of the Thames. The eye is n•turally 
drawn to them, as the prehistoric eye would have been, and tlie 

escarpment of St. Anne's Hill is prominent from the Staines &rea. 
T ravell i ng to it from the south I ex perienced just the opposite ; it 
merges with the land, and is not really noticed until one is only a 
mile or so away. Surrey towarda Chobham is more hilly and this is 
j ust .another small undulation. However, the Chobham area seems teo 

have been much more ttparsely settleda it is the view from the north 
one i magines would hava been observed tha most. 

In the 1908 publication "Highways and Byways of Surrey" there is 

a lengthy account of St. Anne's Hill. Af ter quot i ng Aubrey, the 

writer describes a much changed p l ace, " thic kly planted with trees, 
conifers for the most part , and the view can only be had in peeps and 

patches". However , Crystal Palace, the dome of St. Paul 's and the 

sp1re of Harrow church in North London could all be �een on a clear 
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It is not so today, though a single view point is kept cl&i· , 
providing a vista over Thorpe Park and Staines (1) The skyline is cf 
wooded �i lls, which map study suggests must be in the Watford a-ee 

some 18 mlles to t he north. Otherwise, much of the hill i s ve•- , 
c losed in, dark and soulless. W@ found it an unwelcoming place �ow� 
My feeling was o.& a very artificial and contrived landscape, wher·e 
everything natural is p@rsecuted. It was not a place either of us 
wished to linger in, so we complete l y forgot to seek out the stone 
pillar Aubrey had ca l led the Devil 's Stone. 

" H ighways and Byways" r•fers to this as the Devil 's Stone, or 
lr@asure Ston@. The belief that treasure was hidden beneath it see�� 
to have been wide l y he l d by th@ V ictorians , and there were apparent1y 
a n umber of attempts to r ecover this l egendary wealth. One dug a pit 

ten feet deep before giving up, still not having reached the base of 
the rock. As our Edwardian commentator wry! y observes 1 "What is 

pretty c er t coi n is that he was trying to dig up St. Anne 's H ill " . He 
adds, "All over the face o.& the hill i!lre masses of this hard , pebbl't' 

sandstone, tho:..tgh not so noticeable because they are> fla':". 

The well rr:e�y !Still be visited. Ordnance Survey mark it a!: "Nun 's 

Well'', on the west s1 de of the hi 11. " Highways anc Byways" h as this 
"we>lling up unde>r an arch", but its flow was slight in the dry seas:-r-, 
of our vi!:it1 and the> stonework has part collapsed . Nor was its wa':er 

particular!'/ c:e>a�, but last century the cou"try people took its water 
as an ey� lot1o�, possibly with the belief that clea- wat e>r provides 
rle>ar vi:io.-,. 

�ubre>y records another well in his day, in Mon�s Grove on the> 
east s i de of St. Anne's Hill. He was not describing the same> well, as 
I errone>ously stat£>d in the previou s art i c l e. However , it is- r1ot 
re>.&erred to in the 1Q08 account, so it is presumably lost. 

1� ''H1g�ways and Bywi!lys" there is one other detail of possitle 
Earth mysteries inter est: "Before the pines were plan t ed, there stood 

on th·: hill thr ee sister elms. One alone remai"s, f.enced i" with 
iron, and hollow, and still a splend id tree". The pine> plant ing s 
began about 1860, but the e l ms must have been old even then. �n 
En�!ish e !m is matu-e at about 150, but car live 500, though it �s 
unlikely to do well on a sandy soil on an exposed hi l l, and I suspect 
these would not have attained such a great age. 

Planting of elms became popular for landscap ing in the mid-17th 
c entury onwards, and probably the St. Anne·s Hill elms were a par t of 

that fashion. The reference to them as "sisters" is interesting ; it 
occurs �lso in the London district of Seven Sister s, named from a 

group of seven elms which formerly greM near Page Green ( first shown 
o� Rocque's map dated 1754>. There is still elm in the hedges on the 

lower s l opes o� the hill. 
*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=*=* 
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�oy 22ND - LONDON EARTH MYSTERIES CIRCLE MEETING - HYPNOTIC REGRESSJC�­
g�� PAST LIVES - PAUL BEW 

Paul Bew is conduct ing an ongoing project i"to hypnot1c 
regre�sion a"d p��� lives under the auspices of the A!:so=lati6n �o­
tl e Scientific Study of Anom�lous Phe>nomena. A number of f1ndin�� 
h�ve come to l ight , one being that spontaneous a t tempt s at regress1n·• 

��e �sually more succ essf ul than those run on a rigorous sc i entl��= 

basis. There was a case in which the same scene was described fro� 
different viewpoints in two different hypnotic sessions - the sacld..,c; 
of a monastery. One was from an outside observer, the other from a 
monk in the house. Often things not known are more s i gnificant the� 
things known. 

Subjects do not always take on the persona l ity of the life sought 
- sometimes they talk to the character, or even speak as if read i n� 

from a book. Sometimes images brought through are seemingly 

e mbroider ed , and some information given is contradicted in subsequent 

se>ssions. Sometimes, when the sub j ect does take on the personality, 

he> i� = orporates the hypnotist into the scene. In one case thE 

hypnotist was asked "Are you a spirit?" The past life individual ce­
"O::sappea� " if the hypnotist says something out of char ac ter for tr-,'= 
time. 

Only on e subject in forty gives distinct reincarnatio�-tyrF 

l1ves, (which f its with my theory that in trying to comply w i th the 
hvpno�i�t 's wishes the person tries to reac h past lives, but will only 

d� so if psyc hical l y able - otherwise he wil l search �is subconscious 

- ]us+ as a compute r will fir st search the fl oppy d1sc drive for 1ts 
o�ereting system , then if it f_ails will laolc for a hard disc . 1'1LS 
t•·E- ;-�co:::ti<.:E 1s made vpry difficult). 

One of the most sign i ficant things to c ome out of the pro j e c � wes 
an astrological study in the one case where dates of birth were> 
fc.-th:::omlng. These start l ingly fitted the apparent natures of t�: 
individuals described, and there also seemed to be an astrolog'c�: 
threed running through all the lives. 

In o�e case the group faked a newspaper confirmation of the �if� 
b r ought throug h, with minor changes, but this did not ma�e the sub1ect 
c11ange his story under hypnosis. No genuine documentary evidence +c-..­

any of the lives has been found, however - for the d i stant ones t��s 
would not be expected though. In judging aut henticity , things are 
made more difficult by the fact that for distant lives there car be 
not much chance of confirmation, wh ile details cf more recert sce�e� 
could have been subconsciously remembered from a book or other souFCE 
in this life. 

Paul feels that the conscious �ind can often not cope with the 

information coming through, and thinks information from dreams might 
give better information than that from hypnotic sessions . 
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LETTERS 
Fro� Chris Hall, Fleet: 

:r,e name Wi�.hmoor , for the valley 1<1!-::ch -tc..-1!:- ':1-!' 
Surrey/Ber�sh1re ooundary between Camberley anc 3andnurst, h2� a �=-� 
rr •. _mocor.e e>:p l anat1on than that hoped for by Mary Bonney. P lace n.:.me: 
are a m1ne f1eld for the incautious: modern spellings are of�er 
fanc!ful or corrupted forms of Old English, and ''wish" has nothin y �c 
do with the granting of wishes. 

If we take the 1607 spell i ng we might deduce the place was _ 

meeti ng for elders or wise men, for at that time it was Wisemoare. In 

1446 i t  was Wesschmorestone, a reference to an old boundary stone 
which we visited on the 1988 field trip, though t also to have marke= 
the safe cross1ng of a very marshy valley . A century earlier it :: 
recorded as Wesshemordene. <This is i nteresting as it is a "stone" 
name obv i ously referr ing to an ex i sti ng stone, which was earlier 
"dene". Does this indicate that the name Addlestone could also have 

referred to a stone , as theorised in an earl i er Touchstone? - J.G.) 

The first element is the Old English w�rc � . whicn me:>-"t 
mars�land, swamp. This is precisely what the valley woul d �ave be:�: 
it is much dr i ed out now, as indicated by the W i shmore Stone, wr:c� 
to�ay lieE in dry woodland. In those days before land drainage ��s 
W!despread this valley would have been treacherous boG, qu1te pose!�l. 
of the " quaki ng " variety in which the " ground " of moss hLtmmocl.s. �<:: 
ac tua ll y afloat. Sucn a landscape only survives i n  Surrey tod2� !r 
one place, Thursley Common. The same word has gi ven us Wl5lE , 
probably a reference there to r i verside marshes, and Wisborough Green 
1 1'1 5LISSe>: • 

However, the area of W i shmoor , Old Dean Common and Finchampsteat 
R1dges is r i ch in f o lkl or e, not least legends of Herne the Hunter1 wno 
did indeed r i de w1th the spectral wish-hounds in some ver sion s of t�e 
ta!�. The problem i s knowing the original stor ies from more recent 

emoell1shments; t�e name Wishmoor may have sugge� ted wish-hcun�E to 
add some drama to the story . These tales do grow with the tellin�� 
and I have not been able to trace any pre�victorian account c' 
wish-nound legends here. The V i ctor i ans were notorious for fanciful 
additions to popular legends. 

There are several accounts of these and other legends of the ?�ee 
in booklets such as The History of Camberley and The Crow and the 
Thorn, a history of Crowthorne; to repeat it all here would run to 
several p•ges. 

As for Silverweed, it has a variety of country names, mos�lv 
referring to the colour of its leaves, but also from its roots, whicr· 
were eaten in Ireland and Scotland as a poor man's food. Among sc:.rr.e 
southern names are Golden Sovereigns <Somerset, from the flowers) 
S 1 lver Fern < Somerset > 1 Si l ver Feather ( O x for dshire ) , Fern Butterc� 

<Wiltshire> And Goosegrass (various counties). "Midsummer Silve�" i 
only recorded for Surrey. 
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Earth Pulse 

CODtact •�tworl aad Jewsletter 
for those altve to 

Stcme C1rcles, .. ru 6HT'81es, L•r&• Dows1J18 ate 
Gain insight into Jart1's B1ddeD •J&t•r1es 

Link up to a circle of a.t1DDw1de coDtacts today 

I n � SA! plea•e for details to: 

1\f' .. u Y1 DRTR PULSB ( 'T) 
14 Linden Close, l�uth, Devon B18 UV 

The first edition of this newsletter �ontains a number of 

parti cularly interesting articles. There is one on crys�als anc gems 

in heeling, which is c oncerned with the making of heal i ng el i >:irs by 

p�uri�g boi l i n G w�ter on to gemstones. Presumably the water picks u� 

energ1e2 from the s t ones as i n  homeopathy and Eeman 's c i rcui ts. 

Another art i cle which is inter esting in connect i on with the report of 

the talk or. hypr.otic re gression in this issue, is "They See whe;; 

Hypnot1se�". This is concerned with putting subjects i nto hypnot:::: 

tr�nce �t n istor i c sites, after which they can allegedly descri�� 
things �hich happe�e� in the past there. This is obvi ous l y someth � ng 
which cculd complicate past life research, if it is possib le to p:=l 

ur in�0..-mation fro� other sources than past lives when under hypnosis. 

Lo�don Journ�l and meetings 

The second issue of the London Earth Mysteries Circle Journal h�� 

recent ly ap peared - with many excellent art i cl e� on such subjec�s �� 
the Jellinq Stone in Regents Par k, holy wells, quartz, the Cornwa. , 

fielc tr i p - and Rosicrucianism in Britain. Available at £1.75 from P.ob 

Steph enson , 0, Bucknalls Drive, Brickett Wood, Hertfordshire, �L2. 

3XJ. 

Meetings of LEMC at Maria A�sumpta Centre, Kensingt on, are: 
Sept. 11th, Chesca Potter on Legendary London; Sept. 25th, Dr . Simon 
Dein on witch doctor healing in Madagascar (with video of this>; Oct. 
9th , Social Evening; Oct. 23rd, John Glover on E.M. research ; No� . 
13th, Joan Andrews on mystical experiences; Nov. 27th, Hilary Evare or 
bal ls of light; Dec. 11th, Art Evening. Informal meetings of Surrey 
Earth Mysteries Group are held on the second Thursday of each mcnth at 

25, Albert Road Addlestone, Surrey <except August and December). 
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There wes ar> interesting art i c! e in the cu:--re,-,t "Chc;,: ce We!� 
Newsle!ter " ,  publi�hed by the Chal i c e We!l Trust in GlastonbLr�. I� 
wa� writte,-, by Gord�n Strachan, administrator of the Churc� G• 
Sco���nd's "Sea o' Galilee Centre" near Jerusalem, and concerns s�mE 
sta-d�r; stone� in Israel. 

ile: had been s 1 tti ng at the Garden Toml, Jeru:.alerr., � ;:·_.o::E 
c?sso::iated with Joseph of Ar imatnea, and think1n� of tne: Ch�lice We:: 
garaen, with s1milar associations, and had as ked a colle�Ge whe-e 

Arimathea was. He was told it was li k el y to have been at Ramla, ne2r 
Tel Avi v. Short l y afterwards he met an ar ch aeol ogi st and happene= �� 
as I: 1 f there were any st and i ng stones in I sr- ae l , and was surpr-i sec tc· 
hear that there are - at Tel Gezer, near Ramla. As it was the second 

t1me he had heard the name that week, he decided to visit the sit e: . 

He found the stones on a windy ridge near Tel Aviv, stand i ng in a 
stra1 ght line in a sligh t hollow. Three were about twelve feet hig�, 
thr ee about eight feet and the rest smaller. There was also a square 
block like an al tar in the middle. 

' ·JJ· l.h ' ·, l. ' ��: · . � ' 

.. -�.-... - .. ' -· 
. . . ..,.,.. ..... • , 1 f'it J . I --. , , 

Having a picnic at the stones, he looked at his map, and noticec 
tat the nearest village was called Ayalon; there was a R iver Ay�lon 
nearby as well as a Vall�y of Ayalon. He was struc�: by the simil�rity 

o� the word to Avalon and wondered if there might be a connection w�th 
Glastonbury, espcially in view of the Joseph of Arimathea connection. 

The church at Ramla was indeed dedicated to Joseph but the mon k in 
charge did not know why , except that an ancient tradition linked him 
with the town. 

Ritual sites in Thames Valley 

Rob Stephenson recently sent �ne an extract from a ma g az ine t-;e 
recently received telling of a group of r itual sites covering an ar-e� 
emb r- acing Egham, Chertsey, Walton-on-Thames and Heathrow Airport. 
These ap par ently i nclude earthwor k 51 an avenue of pits and even c 
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cursus. had "ot heard of this discovery bPfore - can a�yonP ��- e 
me any details as to the locations of these si t es� 

P�:--for-� perambulations 

In t he current issue of The Resident, of the Byf!P�t, ��� · 
By 4l eet a"d Pyrf or-d Residents' Association Ckindl) b-ou��� �o �� 
att ert1 on by Daniele Hart>, Howard Coo k , President of the As£o=l•tlon, 

has written an article about the local area. He: ment1ons the 
enig matic Pyrf ord Stone, moved from its posit i on in the mi c �l� of a 
junct i on to a new site in the gateway of Pyrford Place. But he alsc· 
describes a legend attached to it of "getting up and movi ng arounj �t 
midnight ". I had not heard of the l egend before, but it suggests the� 
the stone might indeed be very ancient. 

A sad sight - and a modern circle! 

I was recent I y sent by my @mpl oyers to video a group of mental! 'l 
handicapped children at Hindleap Warren Activi ty Centre, Susse:> . . 
During the week I was p l eased that we went on a wal k which i nclude� 
Gills Lap , a stri k ing clump of Scots pines mentione� by Tony Wed� . 
Bvt I was sad to see that the hur-r- icanes of recent years had seve·�!� 
d amaged the clump, so much so that it is bar el y recognisatle �s o�e 
nm--1. When inside the clump there still seem to be many pine::: s�a.rc:-� 
- but the top s of most have been broken off and so it is mu ch le5s 
promi nent as a landmark. 

was interested to see nearb y, however, what seemed to te a 
small modern stone circle! It. see�s tc be to commemo-a�e A.A. Milr:, 
the c rea tor of W i nn 1 e the Pooh. The l ar gest stone nas a p l a qu e , tut 
if this wer-e the only intention the other- smaller stones see�i�9-� 

forming a very fl att ened ellip se woul� not have been necessar y . 

Also, interestingly, there seems to be an alig"ment between 
Fr i ends · Clump to the south, through Gi 11 s Lap to the c 1 umr:: or; t t·" 
Withya� road also mentioned by Tony Wedd. The stone ci rc l e is eithe:-­
on or very close to this line. ls is subconscious er known sitin£� 

The Fas�inet1on of Brittany 

T�is book, written in 1911, and recently lent to me by D2�ic!e 
Hart (her-self from Brittany), shows how the stubbor-G pers i st ence �� 
t he Breton people to maintain their ancient traditions h2s pre£erv�� ! 
nu�ber o� t hings from very ancient times. The standi�� stone� a-� 
still regarded with reverence - the church was un able to step this1 

but only to Christianise the stones as has been done elsewhere. The 

stones are so1neti mes anointed with wax, and offerings. ar e le_,. t b;· 
them . But the legends here, although simil ar to those occurring in 
Britain, seem to have taken a more horrific turn, such as that os t�� 
little black men who inhabit the stones who make you dance til l y�� 
die of fatigue, or the stones going to the water to drink which 
mesmerise people and crush them in the i r onwar-d mar-ch. There are a!s� 
tales of soldiers turned to stone , as there are here. 

The summer solstice, thinly veiled as the f east of John the 
Baptist, is celebrated as the "Pardon of Fire". A gre at. fire is lit 
and a rope joins it to the top of the church tower , and the legenc i5 
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"T:--.=.': , c:  t'le "'Je1 t.he oragon comes". Th1s cer-tc.inl� seems 
;;,e·rr.::.r,- cf c. ley jo!nlng be=.cons and other sites. Tne "Dr-.::;;;Dr" 
rc.::l:e' wr-.'c� tr-avelCE. c.long the rope. As :it ltght.s 't.he fi•-e- tne 
sr,·:>L'.t. ".;.r·, tar.' " and ftres ar-e lit on the hills all ar-ound. 

pec;:. _ -: 

Tner-e e�·-E many 1 es:.er- "pardon:" wh 1 eh seer� 1 i ke a mi >' t•_ .. -., c:: • 

• e::�!0�� ceremony and a fair, and there are pr-ocessions c£�e� �� 
r-ced::de "Calvar-ies". Villages have their own particular cerema�iee1 
��tc..h eE- �-a5sing children over a f 1re, bringing the stck to a fire .:·­
bathlng tne face in a sacred fountain. 

Chalk horse could be the last of a long line 
____ ... _,_ 
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£1.20 
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and infor-mation derived fr-om it. 70p. 
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as current opin i on holds. 70p . 
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TOUCHSTONE. Newsletter of the Surrey Earth Mysteries G�ou�. 
Quar-terly, £2 for four issues. 

AMSKAYA. Newsletter of the 
extraterrestrial communication. 

ALL THESE PR ICES I NCLUDE POSTAGE. 

STAR Fellowship, concerned 
Quarterly, £2 for four issues. 

o-o-o-0-o-o-o 

with 

TOUCHSTONE is publ ished by Surrey Earth Mysteries Group, 25, Alber-t 
Road, Addlestone, Weybridge, Surrey. Su b TWO POUNDS for four issues, 

please make cheques payable to J. Goddard . All articles are welcome 
and all are we l come at our monthly meetings in Addlestone. IF YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION IS DUE AN "X" W ILL FQLLOW TH I S  SENTENCE: 

12 

I 
i 

j 


